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“A Study in the Biography of the Andalusian Surgeon Abu al-Qasim al-
Zahrawi (Albucasis) and the Rooting of His Intellectual Heritage”

Researcher:
Basel Mustafa Hatem

Dubai- UAE
Abstract:

The personality of the Andalusian surgeon Abu al-Qasim al-Zahrawi continues to inspire all of humanity, and his famous
work "Al-Tasrif li-man 'Ajiza 'an al-Tatleef" remains a timeless testimony across the ages, affirming the elevated status of
Islamic civilization in general, and Andalusian civilization in particular, in enriching the intellectual output of humanity as a
whole, and especially in the field of medical sciences. However, the personal biography of al-Zahrawi has been overlooked
by the pens of biographers and historians in terms of detail and elaboration, even by those who lived during his time or
documented the events of the fifth Hijri century. His biography remains scattered in a few lines, often accompanied by
exaggeration and interpretation, and at times filled with unverified information. Moreover, it has provided an opportunity for
some Western writers to distort the origins of the Arab personality, attributing his knowledge and innovations to others in
the subsequent centuries.

Keywords: Abu al-Qasim al-Zahrawi, Medical Sciences in Andalusian Civilization, Umayyad Caliphate Era in Al-Andalus,
City of Zahra.
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